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SB140 On Saturday, January 20th, the House Rules Committee heard SB 140, 

Internet for Schools. The committee heard testimony from DEED 

Commissioner Deena Bishop in favor of the legislation before 

hearing almost five hours of public testimony asking for a larger 

increase to the BSA ($300) and to leave the authorization of charter 

schools to local school boards and districts. Thank you to everyone 

who called and waited multiple hours to put your testimony on the 

record. 

After the many hours of public testimony from across Alaska from 

both educators and community members, the committee 

considered 5 amendments to SB 140, three of the amendments 

passed and then passed SB 140 from committee to the House 

Floor. 

Please see the amendments that passed here:

Amendment 1: From Representative Sumner - This amendment would 

change the funding factor of correspondence schools to the ADM 

of a correspondence program by the special needs factor. This 

reflects the work Representative Ruffridge did last year.

Amendment 2: From Representative Sumner - This amendment would 

include the language of SB 29, Senator Stevens' Civics Education 

Bill. This amendment would require a civics education curriculum 

and assessment for all students in order to graduate high school. 

Students could take the test as many times as needed to pass with 

a score of 70%. 

Notes: 

https://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=0013cvc0ojfYV9veRpUYmflwnB48r8wJZ2GaPAsPYSGVgPIGn-R1jgVUP3zz60XLg1PE-HSR--37neGR-dPv5knJrPkWRx7pAXvBN4URGuwpJ8n8JmJSLLF1-mA1WqounUbVqAnZropfPQejkCeCQO_mIXr8_UxZENqdieNsXUggiNH2fOXRdYMvh4d6RrQHs4BxY2E85uO36ifCi5k5sDRVQ==&c=xLRFkk33JM_l81DCHIVhSSgGjPFpVlxifOotCd8jdb4nNo1g9yIP4Q==&ch=FUrTcx2ILHZEYPT9pFwlV2ixDU-V_rHv8NdXPGSXa8RTgPE1rvf3qg==
https://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=0013cvc0ojfYV9veRpUYmflwnB48r8wJZ2GaPAsPYSGVgPIGn-R1jgVUP3zz60XLg1PY1MD0ogEPNUkW6D7LJM5_t3Ks4VwJhcZpQQzNEbRFmU92s_8gjQyRPSzaFxCunGuLuES6Q_A7BI_vTtevmBtj4iyyoIgWBHD6n9ourlHsSEdkQ-bV7yWoh_MT0ptGTeAc2WAUGIW1F4_IVjhQZBBSg==&c=xLRFkk33JM_l81DCHIVhSSgGjPFpVlxifOotCd8jdb4nNo1g9yIP4Q==&ch=FUrTcx2ILHZEYPT9pFwlV2ixDU-V_rHv8NdXPGSXa8RTgPE1rvf3qg==
https://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=0013cvc0ojfYV9veRpUYmflwnB48r8wJZ2GaPAsPYSGVgPIGn-R1jgVUP3zz60XLg1PMIxvF-xTtdOXdEQQX6DbozRn6vVz7gfi7hzSwXkScynEQ89T3YxonbUv-cZp25Z-6uW72_IKL7mZdXBGPlMh_ZvhxEiO_6cIRN6R6jDA78o9LFEkJNEUgSiLeA4MfFKfzQvp2rm6iv8M_fimDsBoHw==&c=xLRFkk33JM_l81DCHIVhSSgGjPFpVlxifOotCd8jdb4nNo1g9yIP4Q==&ch=FUrTcx2ILHZEYPT9pFwlV2ixDU-V_rHv8NdXPGSXa8RTgPE1rvf3qg==
https://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=0013cvc0ojfYV9veRpUYmflwnB48r8wJZ2GaPAsPYSGVgPIGn-R1jgVUP3zz60XLg1PyOKt8_lU2WuQ_eca2vZGfKj8VLXY2MasqKV_ZNSp_CrFmCqC7_VDnmo_zMq11HZwdaetncA489T7VyZfi4p1VX_qumybFJz4mlqcorjXq5NgnucM5Ir-_YDHXJFDctEsAFMGSa9OHaY=&c=xLRFkk33JM_l81DCHIVhSSgGjPFpVlxifOotCd8jdb4nNo1g9yIP4Q==&ch=FUrTcx2ILHZEYPT9pFwlV2ixDU-V_rHv8NdXPGSXa8RTgPE1rvf3qg==
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SB140 Amendment 5: From Representative Johnson - This amendment would 

require the state to conduct a financial audit of at least four randomly 

selected school districts each fiscal year. It would also require the senate 

and house education committees to prepare a report each year that shall 

contain the following:

● Recommendations for any change to public school foundation 

funding the department supports

● A survey of each school district's curriculum, programs, and 

services and an explanation of whether there is any 

duplication of the curriculum, programs, and services within 

the district

● a definition of "accountability" as that term applies to 

measuring school and student performance

● Recommended metrics for determining school and student 

performance other than the standardized testing that is 

currently used.

Representative Schrage brought forth two amendments which failed. 

One amendment would have removed language authorizing DEED 

to approve charter schools, and the other would have increased 

the BSA to $7,373.

SB 140 will now go through the amendment process on the House 

Floor. Please reach out to your representative to voice your 

concerns about local control of charter schools and the need for a 

significant increase to the BSA.

Notes: 

https://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=0013cvc0ojfYV9veRpUYmflwnB48r8wJZ2GaPAsPYSGVgPIGn-R1jgVUP3zz60XLg1PtfYEp7iIeKQDWvtCQIG-LIRVCZWNTRdjiMFBCxN1nU-hD_I2ekh47vSZkrhKQbuXHMHU5LC8Lz34EEXiGLtVYRf7QFItvDvnHHqBC1Wtx1YjTpD8SUtiDBOFS-QtF2acGaG6Y_W1OhN2ziE8Q0nDDw==&c=xLRFkk33JM_l81DCHIVhSSgGjPFpVlxifOotCd8jdb4nNo1g9yIP4Q==&ch=FUrTcx2ILHZEYPT9pFwlV2ixDU-V_rHv8NdXPGSXa8RTgPE1rvf3qg==
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Strategic Plan ● The 4 Strategic Plan subcommittees will meet February 26 - 29, 2024. 

● The focus areas are as follows:

○ Academic Achievement

○ Career & Technical Education

○ Social & Emotional Learning 

○ Communications 

Legislative Agenda ● Thank you to the Borough for your continued support of KGBSD

● Meeting with House of Representatives Member Dan Ortiz 

● Meeting with Senator Stedman 

● Liaison Committee 

Notes: 

Professional Development  

Administrators ● February Principal Meeting 

● Legislative Fly-In  - Juneau 

● Trauma Engaged Conference - Districtwide - Ricky Robertson 

● February 16 - Trauma Engaged 1 Day Professional Development - Kayhi 

Teachers ● Trauma Engaged Conference - Districtwide - Ricky Robertson 

● February 16 - Trauma Engaged 1 Day Professional Development - Kayhi 

● Friday Professional Development Day - Building lead

● Alice Training - Building Level 

Superintendent
Deputy 
Superintendent

● Superintendent Monthly Meetings

● New Superintendent’s Monthly Meeting 

● Mentoring Meeting

● Legislative Fly In - Juneau, AK 

● National Superintendent Conference 

Board of Education ● AASB Fly in - Juneau, AK
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COMMUNITY BUILDING 

Government 

Meetings

● KIC Tribal Council  

● KIC Tribal Government President 

Community 

Meetings

● Ketchikan Police Department

● Ketchikan Wellness Coalition

● Ketchikan City Manager

● Ketchikan Fire Department 

● Chamber of Commerce 


