KETCHIKAN GATEWAY BOROUGH SCHOOL DISTRICT
BOARD OF EDUCATION MEETING

No 10 a.

MEETING OF October 12, 2022

ltem title: Reviewed by:

NEW BUSINESS

Motion to suspend portions of BP 6146.1- [X] Superintendent

High School Graduation Requirements [X] High School Administration

SUBMITTED BY Michael Robbins, Superintendent

SUMMARY STATEMENT:
The School Board is being asked to approve suspending specific parts of Board Policy 6146.1, High
School Graduation Requirements.

ISSUE:
Board Bylaw 9314 allows for suspension of policy for a specific purpose and limited time by a majority
vote of the School Board. The suspension of specific graduation requirements is being requested to apply
to the 2023 high school seniors due to COVID circumstances. The requirements to be suspended are:

e Requirement for 100 hours of work experience, community service or combination;

¢ Requirement to take the WorkKeys, ACT, or SAT assessment.

BACKGROUND:

For the past three years, the School Board has approved a waiver of these graduation requirements due
to the COVID pandemic's impact. The district's high school principals (Rick Dormer and Kurt Lindemann)
and the high school counselors are recommending that this waiver again be approved, due to the
continued impact of COVID, citing the following:

100 hours work/volunteer service: Due to travel restrictions in place, many students were not
able to find summer work and will not have accrued the 100 hours to meet the 100-hour work or
service requirement.

SAT/ACT/WorkKeys Testing Requirement: Colleges are mostly waiving these test requirements
as part of a COVID response, so it may not be necessary for all seniors to take these tests as a condition
of graduation.

RECOMMENDATION:
Approval of the suspension for one year of the following provisions of BP 6146.1- High School
Graduation Requirements and its corresponding AR: 100 hours work/volunteer and the
SAT/ACT/WorkKeys testing requirement.

ATTACHMENTS:
e Board Policy 6146.1
e Board Bylaw 9314

RECOMMENDED ACTION:

“I move that the Board of Education, through the authority provided in BP 9314, suspend for the
graduating class of 2023 the following provision of BP 6146.1 (High School Graduation Requirements):
Additional requirements include 100 hours of work experience or community service and participation in
the WorkKeys or ACT or SAT assessment.”



Instruction BP 6146.1

HIGH SCHOOL GRADUATION REQUIREMENTS

The Superintendent or designee shall prepare for Board approval a plan
consisting of district graduation requirements. Students shall receive diplomas
of graduation from high school only after meeting the following district
graduation requirements.

Graduation Requirements - Effective Date, Graduating Class of 2021

Graduation course requirements for a high school diploma are as follows:

English-Language Arts 4 credits
Social Studies* 3 credits
Math 3 credits
Science 3 credits
Health 0.5 credits
Physical Education 0.5 credits
Electives 7 credits
Career Technical Education 1 credit
and/or Fine Arts

TOTAL CREDITS REQUIRED FOR GRADUATION 22 credits

Additional requirements include 100 hours or work experience or community service,
completion of the State of Alaska Job Application and participation in the WorkKeys or
ACT or SAT assessment.

* Note: The three units of credit in social studies must include one-half unit of credit in
Alaska history or demonstration that the student meets the Alaska history performance
standards. This requirement will not apply to a student who (1) transfers into high
school after the student’s second year of high school; or (2) has already successfully
completed a high school state history course in another state, 4 AAC -6.075. The three
units in social studies must also include one unit of credit of American Government.

(cf. 5127 - Graduation Ceremonies and Activities)
(cf. 6164.2 - Guidance and Counseling Services)
(cf. 6184 — Virtual/ Online Courses)
Legal Reference:
ALASKA ADMINISTRATIVE CODE
4 AAC 06.075 High school graduation requirements
4 AAC 06.721 College and career readiness assessment waivers
4 AAC 06.755-790 Statewide assessment program for students with disabilities
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Bylaws of the Board BB 9314

SUSPENSION OF POLICIES, BYLAWS, ADMINISTRATIVE REGULATIONS

Note: Policies require frequent updating. The School Board should not be forced into a position
of strict adherence to policies that need revision or are out of compliance. By allowing the
suspension of policy on the rare occasions when necessary, this optional policy ensures that
the Board's capacity to govern will not be limited by out-of-date policies. The suspension is a
temporary measure to give the Board adequate time to study the issues resulting in the
suspension.

Policies, bylaws and administrative regulations may be suspended for a specific
purpose and limited time by majority vote. Suspension of any policy, bylaw or
administrative regulation shall undergo the following consideration:

1. Policies, bylaws or administrative regulations shall be reviewed on their
own merits rather than the circumstances of the moment.

2. The School Board shall decide whether the policy, bylaw or administrative
regulation still reflects the intent of the Board and the law. If so, the
suspension will be denied and the policy, bylaw or administrative
regulation reaffirmed in the minutes.

Superintendent or Designee's Authority

The Superintendent or designee may suspend all or part of any policy, bylaw or
administrative regulation when it conflicts with state or federal law or
regulations. The Superintendent or designee shall report the suspension to the
Board. Suspension shall be valid until the policy, bylaw or administrative
regulation is rescinded, amended or reaffirmed.
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