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SUMMARY STATEMENT:
The Board is being asked to approve a 9-12 science curriculum: NGSS National Geographic/Cengage
Learning Science Textbooks. This 9-12 curriculum will be adopted for a 6 year period, and includes bundled
materials of classroom sets of textbooks and online access.
ISSUE:
Board Policy 6141 states “the Board shall adopt a district curriculum which to the extent possible reflects the
desires of the community, the needs of society, and the requirements of law…The curriculum shall be
consistent with and aligned to established state standards and the philosophy, goals and objectives of the
district.” Furthermore, AR 6141 states that final decisions concerning the development of educational
programs are the sole responsibility of the School Board.
BACKGROUND:
Science curriculum was up for adoption in 2017 based on the KGBSD rotation cycle. Due to the State of
Alaska adopting new state standards for science, the district opted to wait to review and select curriculum until
the standards were updated and formally adopted. In 2019 the State of Alaska adopted new science standards
(Next Generation Science Standards w/ AK Standards). Subsequently, the K-12 Science Curriculum
Committee spent the current school year reviewing multiple science curriculums that align to current Alaska
State Standards. The high school science department proposed offering new courses that aligned to the
NGSS and AK State Science Standards. After student scheduling and knowing what courses were of interest
to students, the following new classes were added to the schedule: Foundations of Astronomy, Forestry
Science, Introductory Chemistry and Human Anatomy and Physiology. Oceanography is a current course but
warranted newer textbooks and materials. The curriculum being presented for approval, along with the
accompanying materials, aligns to Alaska’s newly adopted science standards.
RECOMMENDATION: Administration recommends approval of the purchase.
FISCAL NOTE:
EXPENDITURE REQUIRED:

$30,241.70

AMOUNT BUDGETED: $30,241.70

ATTACHMENT: Quotes
RECOMMMENDED ACTION:
“I move that the Board of Education approve the NGSS National Geographic/Cengage Learning 9-12 Science
Curriculum for the following courses: Foundations of Astronomy, Forestry Science, Oceanography,
Introductory Chemistry, Anatomy and Physiology.”

